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WFD Catchment Dashboard 

  Combined Essex    October 2014 

  

This dashboard presents an at-a-glance view of WFD status and Catchment 
Based Approach work in the Combined Essex catchment. Further information 
can be obtained from the Environment Agency or Catchment Host upon 
request. 

Recent activity and top Successes 
The Essex Rivers Hub (the Combined Essex Catchment 
Partnership) ran a series of 3 workshops across the 
catchment during September to discuss the key pressures 
affecting the ecological status of rivers within the catchment, 
and to identify actions that could be taken to improve the 
ecology of our rivers. Over 60 people from a range of 
organisations participated in the workshops, and general 
consensus on the key pressures and solutions was reached.  
Over 70 discrete projects were identified, some of which are 
already being developed, and a significant number of 
participants volunteered to be involved.  Overall, extremely 
positive feedback was received from those that attended, and 
the information collected will be used to inform the catchment 
partnerships priorities and develop the catchment action plan.  

 

Works are now complete on the River Crouch 
restoration project at Wickford Memorial 
Park.  600 metres of river channel were 
restored, principally by the installation of large 
woody debris at 10 locations within the 
memorial park. Carefully selected trees were 
cut down along heavily wooded parts of the 
river to open up the channel.  This allows light 
to reach the river in an otherwise heavily 
shaded area, promoting the growth of a variety 
of in-channel and bank side vegetation.  This 
patchwork of light & shaded areas provides 
greater diversity of plant life & other aquatic life, 
whilst the felled trees were used to provide the 
woody debris installed in the river.  The work 

also allows the river to be seen by people using the park, which was previously inaccessible due to 
screening by the trees.  As well as creating additional habitat directly, the woody debris was installed to 
increase the morphological diversity of this heavily modified channel.  The wood creates variations in flow 
that should help keep gravels exposed, water aerated and enables the formation of riffles, pools and 
meanders in a previously uniform and often silty section of the river.  Anglian Water provided £15,000 for 
this project to help mitigate the effects of a pollution incident that impacted this stretch of river, and works 
were carried out by Environment Agency Field Teams.  Basildon District Council allowed the works to be 
undertaken within their park, gave permission for some of their trees to be cut down and have agreed to 
accept ownership & undertake future maintenance once the works have become established. 
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Work started on the Chelmer River Restoration project 
at Little Waltham Meadows in September 2014. Part of 
Essex Wildlife Trusts Catchment Restoration Fund 
programme, the project involves re-profiling 200 metres of 
the river Chelmer, creating 300 metres of new back 
channel habitat and rehabilitating a wet woodland that has 
been in decline for some time.  The back channel will 
intercept a land drain, allowing sediment & other pollutants 
to settle out before reaching the Chelmer, as well as 
creating refuge for fish when there are high flows in the 
main channel, as well as creating additional aquatic 
habitat.  The re-profiled river banks will enhance the 
morphological & biological diversity within the river, and the 
wet woodland will provide important riparian habitat as well 
as much needed shade to help keep the river cooler. 

 

The Belchamp Brook river restoration project was completed in 
October 2014.  The project was commissioned by the Environment 
Agency in partnership with the Dedham Vale AONB & Stour Valley 
project and involved the restoration of xx metres of Belchamp Brook, a 
tributary of the River Stour.  The scheme was designed by Dr Nigel 
Holmes of the River Restoration Centre, and was installed by private 
contractors.  Works comprised re-profiling the river channel and banks;  
installation of vegetated and gravel berms; stock fencing to limit livestock 
access and prevent bank erosion; removal of spoil banks that had 
accumulated due to historic dredging, re-connecting the brook to its 
natural floodplain; and the creation of pools and riffles. 

 

 

 

Strutt & Parker Farms, in partnership with the 
Environment Agency, the Chatham Green 
Project & the Chelmer & Blackwater Partnership, 
installed a sediment trap at their demonstration 
farm in Chatham Green, near Chelmsford.  
The sediment trap cost just £690 to construct, 
and will intercept run-off from surrounding arable 
fields, trapping sediment before it can reach the 
river Ter.  Pollution from rural areas has been 
identified as a significant problem within the 
catchment, and not only contributes to the 
sediment load within the river, but also adds 
phosphorus and pesticides, which are closely 
associated with soil erosion and sediment from rural land management practices.  This project will also act 
as a demonstration of best practice to encourage other land managers to use rural SuDS & improve 
management techniques, highlighting the relatively modest costs and significant benefits of rural SuDS in 
reducing diffuse pollution from agriculture. 
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As part of their Healthy Headwaters project, Essex Wildlife Trust have recruited 
over 60 volunteer River  Wardens from communities across the Combined 
Essex catchment to monitor the health of the rivers Chelmer, Pant, Blackwater, 
Colne and the Roman River.  The river wardens adopt a local stretch of river, 
which they then regularly monitor, recording & reporting details of wildlife 
present, river features, pollution, flytipping, the presence of invasive non native 
species and flooding.   They will also act as a point of contact in their parishes & 
communities about river initiatives, raising awareness of environmental issues 
and liaising with river user groups.  So far the River Wardens have received 
training in Riverfly Monitoring & Pollution awareness, and have been provided 
with riverfly monitoring kits. Water Vole conservation and species identification 
has been arranged for next year. 

 

1000 metres of the River Brett was restored in September at 2 sites in 
Shelley & Layham.  The restoration scheme was a partnership project 
between the Environment Agency and the Dedham Vale AONB & Stour 
Valley project.  The project cost £12,000 and comprised re-profiling the 
banks of the historically over-widened & over deepened channel, creation 
of gravel riffles, deeper pools, soil berms, and the installation of log flow 
deflectors.  The scheme was designed by Environment Agency Fisheries, 
Biodiversity and Geomorphology specialists and installed by Environment 
Agency Field Teams.  Dedham Vale AONB & Stour Valley Project 
Officers managed the project, ensuring relevant permissions and 
landowner agreements were in place. 
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Combined Essex - overall Ecological Status 
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Combined Essex Catchment Partnerships progress:  
The Combined Essex Catchment Partnership, also known as the Essex Rivers Hub, was established in 
January 2014 with the overall aim of working together to improve the water environment within the 
Combined Essex Catchment area, for farming, wildlife, drinking water, business and the community.   

The core group consists of 14 organisations, representing a wide range of river users and interests.   

Since inception, there have been 3 meetings of the core group at which a partnership agreement has been 
reached.  The agreement covers the role and function of the group as well as the budget and work plan. 

The Catchment Partnership has held 3 external workshops to engage with the wider community on their 
Catchment Action Plan, which is currently in development.  They have developed a website to act as a 
repository for key catchment management information, to facilitate knowledge sharing and to engage with 
the community.  Several of the core members have also been instrumental in delivering projects and 
outcomes within the catchment.  Further details can be found on the Essex Rivers Hub website at: 
www.essexrivershub.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core members of the group include: Anglian Water, Andrew Davies Farms, Chelmer & Blackwater 
Partnership (Environment Agency, Natural England, Essex & Suffolk Water), Chelmsford Biodiversity 
Forum, Chelmsford City Council – Parks Development, Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project, 
Environment Agency, Essex County Council – Flood Partnership, Essex Planning Policy Forum, Essex & 
Suffolk Rivers Trust, Essex & Suffolk Water, Essex Waterways Ltd., Essex Wildlife Trust (Catchment 
Partnership Host), National Trust and the National Farmers Union.  

http://www.essexrivershub.org.uk/
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Essex Successes 2014/15
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Belchamp Brook Restoration
Works comprise bank re-profiling, installation 
of vegetated and gravel berms, pool and riffle 
construction, stock fencing and spoil bank 
removal to reconnect stream to the floodplain. 
£15,000 WFD GiA.

River Brett Restoration
1000m river restoration enhancements at 
Shelley and Layham
£12,000 WFD GiA.

Chatham Green Sustainable Rural Drainage System
Partnership project with Strutt & Parker Farms, Chatham Green 
Project and the Chelmer & Blackwater Partnership.
Installation of sediemnt trap at demonstration farm.
£690

River Chelmer Restoration - Little Waltham 
Meadows
Reprofiling 200m of main river bank and 
creating 300m of back channel habitat as 
well as wet woodland restoration.
Funded through Catchment Restoration 
Fund, administered by EA.

River Crouch Restoration - Wickford Memorial Park
Habitat creation with installation of large woody 
debris in this semi-urban location.
EA contributed Field Team staff time, funded by 
the water company as mitigation for an incident.

Healthy Headwaters - River Wardens
As part of their Healthy Headwaters project, Essex Wildlife 
Trust have recruited over 60 volunteer River Wardens from 
communities across North West Essex.   These River 
Wardens adopt a local stretch of river, which they regularly 
monitor.  Having received Riverfly monitoring & pollution 
awareness training, they record details of wildlife present, 
river features, pollution including flytipping, the presence 
of invasive non-native species and any flooding-related 
issues.   Increasingly, these Wardens are raising 
awareness of environmental issues in their parishes and 
communities, liaising with river user groups and identifying 
river initiatives and projects.
EA contributes staff time.

Essex Rivers Hub - Workshops
The Combined Essex Catchment Partnership, known as the Essex
Rivers Hub, ran three successful workshops during September.  
With over 75 people attending, from a wide range of organisations
as well as local communities, a broad range of project ideas have
been identified to inform the priorities underpinning the catchment
action plan.
EA contributes staff time.


